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COMPETITIVE 
GRANTS
At The Chicago Community Trust, awarding grants to local  
nonprofit organizations is one way that we make positive change. 

TOTAL COMPETITIVE GRANTS FOR 2023: $60,900,128
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago
In support of Access Living’s general operations to advance disability justice 
in the Chicago region.

$83,350.00

AgeOptions, Inc.
In support of AgeOptions’ general operations for building a coalition to serve 
the region’s aging adults.

$33,350.00

AIDS Foundation of Chicago
In support of the AIDS Foundation of Chicago’s general operations to advance 
health equity.

$66,700.00

Alexian Brothers Housing and Health Alliance
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability and 
increasing access to healthcare for people with HIV/AIDS and other chronic 
diseases.

$180,000.00

All Chicago
In support of All Chicago’s general operations to coordinate and convene 
around the issue of housing insecurity and homelessness.

$59,000.00

All Chicago
In support of All Chicago’s general operations to coordinate and convene 
around the issue of housing insecurity and homelessness.

$20,000.00

All Chicago
In support of All Chicago’s general operations to coordinate and convene 
around the issue of housing insecurity and homelessness.

$21,000.00

Alliance to End Homelessness in Suburban Cook County
In support of the Alliance to End Homelessness in Suburban Cook’s general 
operations for a coordinated response to increasing housing opportunities.

$5,500.00

Alliance to End Homelessness in Suburban Cook County
In support of the Alliance to End Homelessness in Suburban Cook’s general 
operations for a coordinated response to increasing housing opportunities.

$77,850.00

alt Space Chicago (alt_Chicago)
In support of Alt Space Chicago to provide arts-based youth leadership  
development programming that produces community-driven safety solutions.

$50,000.00

Apna Ghar, Inc. 
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability and 
increasing access to healthcare for survivors of gender-based violence.

$180,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds

TOTAL ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS GRANTS: $ 10,338,506.00
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

Arab American Family Services 
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability 
and  increase access to healthcare to Arab Americans and other immigrant 
persons living in the Southwestern Suburbs of Cook County, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$240,000.00 $240,000.00

Aunt Martha’s Health and Wellness, Inc. 
In support of Aunt Martha’s Integrated Care model which includes primary 
health, behavioral health, oral health, child welfare, and community-based 
services that address social determinants of health.

$ 50,000.00

BEDS Plus Care 
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability, 
decreasing food insecurity, increasing access to healthcare and providing 
emergency clothing and supplies for individuals in Southwest Suburban  
Cook County.

$ 210,000.00

Block Club Chicago
In support of increased news coverage and reporting of issues related to 
community safety and well-being.

$25,000.00

Borealis Philanthropy
In support of the Borealis Foundation in managing the Disability Inclusion 
Fund.

$45,000.00

Borealis Philanthropy
In support of the Borealis Foundation in managing the Disability Inclusion 
Fund.

$55,000.00

Center for Housing and Health
In support of Center for Housing & Health’s general operations to coordinate 
across systems to advance health equity and create more housing  
opportunities.

$50,000.00

Center on Halsted
In support of general operations to provide services in addressing housing 
stability and access to healthcare for the LGBTQIA+ community, particularly 
youth and seniors.

$150,000.00

CHAMPS Male Mentoring 
In support of Champs Male Mentoring Program to provide youth leadership 
development programming that produces community-driven safety solutions.

$50,000.00  

Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation
In support of CAASE’s general operations to advocate for policies and  
practices preventing sexual exploitation.

$50,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

Chicago Coalition For The Homeless
In support of Chicago Coalition for the Homeless’ general operations to  
prevent and end homelessness.

$59,900.00

Chicago Coalition For The Homeless
In support of Chicago Coalition for the Homeless’ general operations to  
prevent and end homelessness.

$6,800.00

Chicago Community Foundation
In support of the Safe & Peaceful Communities work in North Lawndale  
to fully scale direct services for the highest risk individuals, engage large 
numbers of at-risk youth, as well as develop a comprehensive community 
public safety plan.

$250,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
For small grants to grassroots organizations through the Chicago Fund for 
Safe & Peaceful Communities, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago  
Community Trust.

$250,000.00 $250,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
In support of the Illinois Immigration Funders Collaborative’s grantmaking 
efforts supporting immigrants and refugees in the Chicago region.

$150,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
In support of the Illinois Immigration Funders Collaborative’s emergency 
services for newly arrived migrants in Chicago.

$100,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
In support of the Grassroots Alliance for Police Accountability (GAPA). $100,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
In support of the Safe Chicago Network Fund of the Partnership for Safe and 
Peaceful Communities, for direct services - READI and CP4P, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$500,000.00 $500,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
Administrative Internal Transfer requested by Joanne Otte to move grant 
making dollars to the Community Safety Fund (FN33) for Youth Leadership 
organizations and Safe & Peaceful Communities work in North Lawndale.

$278,256.00

Cicero Independiente
In support of increased news coverage and reporting of issues related to  
community safety and well-being. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, CITY  
BUREAU NFP.

$25,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

City of Refuge - Chicago
In support of City of Refuge Chicago to provide youth leadership development 
programming through their Chicago Westside Police & Youth Sports  
Collaborative that produces community-driven safety solutions.

$25,000.00

Civic Consulting Alliance
To help the state, city and county coordinate their responses to the recent 
influx of asylum seekers and to develop systems of support for the unstably 
housed that extend beyond this population and the immediate crisis.

$70,000.00

CommunityHealth
In support of CommunityHealth to provide access to equitable healthcare, 
including mental and behavioral health, particularly for asylees.

$50,000.00

Connections for the Homeless
In support of Connections for the Homeless by addressing critical housing 
and emergent needs of its community’s most vulnerable through rent  
and utility assistance, behavioral and physical healthcare services, and  
emergency supplies, while working towards securing of safe and secure 
housing solutions.

$50,000.00

Cornerstone Community Development Corporation 
In support of general operations to provide services to decrease food  
insecurity in underinvested Black and Latinx communities in south suburban 
Cook County.

$150,000.00

Corporation For Supportive Housing
In support of Corporation for Supportive Housing’s general operations to 
provide more housing opportunities in Chicago.

$50,000.00

Covenant House Illinois 
In support of Covenant House Illinois (CHIL) to support youth who are 
homeless with residential shelter, emergency crisis care, case management, 
counseling, safe and secure housing, educational support, physical and  
mental health care, and employment services.

$50,000.00

Dion's Chicago Dream
In support of general operations to provide services in decreasing food  
insecurity.

$240,000.00

Disability Lead
In support of Disability Lead to support its general operations empowering 
people with disabilities in the Chicago region.

$110,000.00

Disability Lead
In support of Disability Lead to support its general operations empowering 
people with disabilities in the Chicago region.

$90,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

Enlace Chicago
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability, 
decreasing food insecurity, increasing access to healthcare and providing 
emergency clothing and supplies in Little Village, from the Searle Funds at 
The Chicago Community Trust.

$240,000.00 $240,000.00

Equity And Transformation (E.A.T.)
In support of Equity and Transformation launching the latest round of the 
Chicago Forward Fund.

$250,000.00

Facing Forward to End Homelessness
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability for 
families experiencing homelessness.

$195,000.00

Featherfist
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability, 
including veteran services.

$195,000.00

Forefront
In support of general operations for Forefront’s contributions to the state’s 
social impact sector.

$133,350.00

Four Point Play, Inc.
In support of Four Point Play to provide youth leadership development  
programming through sports that produces community-driven safety  
solutions.

$25,000.00

Girls Like Me Project
In support of Girls Like Me Project to provide youth leadership development 
programming for girls and young women that produces community-driven 
safety solutions.

$50,000.00

Greater Chicago Food Depository
In support of the Greater Chicago Food Depository’s general operations to end 
food insecurity in the region.

$100,000.00

Growing Home
In support of general operations to provide services in decreasing food  
insecurity.

$150,000.00

Health and Medicine Policy Research Group
In support of Health & Medicine Policy Research Group’s general operations 
to advance health equity for aging adults in the region.

$83,350.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

Healthcare Alternative Systems, Inc.
In support of general operations to provide services in increasing access to 
healthcare through treatment of mental health disorders and substance use 
disorders in the Greater Chicago area, specifically focusing on the West Side 
of Chicago.

$210,000.00

Howard Brown Health Center
In support of Howard Brown Health Center’s Broadway Youth Center (BYC), 
which exclusively serves ages 12 through 24, will support clients and patients 
experiencing homelessness and housing instability.

$35,000.00

ignite 
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability,  
increasing access to healthcare and providing emergency clothing and  
supplies.

$150,000.00

Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
In support of Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights’ general 
operations to advance civic action for low-income Black and Latinx  
communities.

$100,000.00  

Illinois Collaboration On Youth
In support of general operations of Illinois Collaboration on Youth to  
provide advocacy for youth and a strengthened network of youth-serving 
organizations.

$66,700.00

Illinois Partners for Human Service
In support of Illinois Partners for Human Service’s general operations in 
strengthening the social impact sector.

$50,000.00

Illinois Public Health Institute
In support of Illinois Public Health Institute’s general operations to strengthen 
the region’s public health infrastructure.

$50,000.00

Inner-City Muslim Action Network
In support of Inner-City Muslim Action Network (IMAN) to provide mental and 
behavioral healthcare and other wrap-around supports, particularly for newly 
arrived asylees.

$50,000.00

Invisible Institute
In support of increased news coverage and reporting of issues related to 
community safety and well-being.

$25,000.00

John Walt Foundation 
In support of The John Walt Foundation to provide youth leadership  
development programming through art and music that produces community- 
driven safety solutions.

$25,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

Juneteenth Productions
In support of increased news coverage and reporting of issues related to  
community safety and well-being. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, CITY  
BUREAU NFP.

$25,000.00

KAN-WIN
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability to 
survivors of gender-based violence.

$105,000.00

La Casa Norte
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability,  
access to food and healthcare to unaccompanied youth and families.

$51,000.00

La Casa Norte
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability,  
access to food and healthcare to unaccompanied youth and families.

$159,000.00

Ladies of Virtue 
In support of Ladies of Virtue to provide youth leadership development  
programming for girls and young women that produces community-driven 
safety solutions.

$25,000.00

LaRazaChicago
In support of increased news coverage and reporting of issues related  
to community safety and well-being. Grant made via fiscal sponsor,  
INTERNATIONAL LATINO CULTURAL CENTER OF CHICAGO.

$25,000.00

Legacy Disciple
In support of Legacy Disciple’s Hood Heroes program to provide youth  
leadership development programming that produces community-driven 
safety solutions.

$50,000.00

Logan Square Neighborhood Association
In support of Palenque Logan Square Neighborhood Association (LSNA) 
based on their planned implementation of a cohort for migrants that will 
create a safe space for the group to participate in healing/wellness support, 
leadership development, and opportunities to share their stories and support 
one another as a form of healing from trauma. In addition, the group will have 
opportunities to participate in art therapy, immigration and housing  
workshops, and community organizing training.

$50,000.00

LYTE Collective
In support of LYTE Collective’s general operations to help strengthen the 
work supporting Chicago youth facing poverty and homelessness grounded  
in a model that is flexible, holistic, and intensive in its approach.

$50,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

Mano A Mano Family Resource Center
In support of general operations to provide services in increasing access to 
healthcare to immigrants and their families in Lake and McHenry Counties.

$150,000.00

Margaret's Village
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability, 
decreasing food insecurity and increasing access to healthcare to women, 
children and families.

$180,000.00

Matthew House Chicago
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability, food 
and essential supplies to those who are unhoused.

$195,000.00

Metropolis Strategies 
In support of the Justice 20/20 and the Illinois Re-Entry Council that seek  
to eliminate barriers for justice involved residents.

$250,000.00

Metropolitan Tenants Organization
In support of Metropolitan Tenant Organization’s general operations  
in advancing policy reforms and system innovations for preventing  
homelessness.

$50,000.00

Michael Reese Health Trust
In support of Chicago Funders Together to End Homelessness’ general  
operations to advance collaboration in philanthropy to end homelessness.

$50,000.00

Michael Reese Health Trust
In support of the Chicago Funders Together to End Homelessness (CFTEH) 
collaborative to launch the Housing Justice Fund to support advocacy and 
community organizing that advances housing justice.

$100,000.00

NAMI Chicago
In support of NAMI Chicago’s general operations to create a comprehensive 
approach to mental health services.

$6,200.00

NAMI Chicago
In support of NAMI Chicago’s general operations to create a comprehensive 
approach to mental health services.

$39,000.00

NAMI Chicago
In support of NAMI Chicago’s general operations to create a comprehensive 
approach to mental health services.

$13,000.00

NAMI Chicago
In support of NAMI Chicago’s general operations to create a comprehensive 
approach to mental health services.

$8,500.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

NAMI Metro Suburban 
In support of general operations to provide access to mental healthcare. $150,000.00

New Life Centers
In support of New Life Centers of Chicago, based on their efforts in feeding, 
supporting, and resettling individuals and families while also helping provide 
connection to short-term and long-term support while providing services that 
care for mental and behavioral health for participants.

$50,000.00

Northern Illinois Food Bank
In support of Northern Illinois Food Bank’s general operations to end food 
insecurity in the region.

$83,000.00

Northern Illinois Food Bank
In support of Northern Illinois Food Bank’s general operations to end food 
insecurity in the region.

$1,000.00

Northern Illinois Food Bank
In support of Northern Illinois Food Bank’s general operations to end food 
insecurity in the region.

$16,000.00

Nourishing Hope
In support of general operations to provide services in decreasing food  
insecurity.

$20,000.00

Nourishing Hope
In support of general operations to provide services in decreasing food  
insecurity.

$130,000.00

Project OneTen
In support of Project OneTen, NFP to provide youth leadership development 
programming for Black and Latinx boys that produces community-driven 
safety solutions.

$25,000.00

Public Narrative
In support of increased news coverage and reporting of issues related to 
community safety and well-being.

$25,000.00

Real Men Charities, Inc.
In support of increased news coverage and reporting of issues related to 
community safety and well-being.

$25,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

Rincon Family Services
In support of Rincon Family Services (RFS) through collaboration with Illinois 
Welcoming Center (IWC Program), where direct services are provided to 
immigrants, refugees, and Limited English Proficient (LEP) individuals with 
access to public benefits and crisis intervention funds. All programs include 
wrap-around services including counseling, treatment, childcare assistance, 
and workforce programming certifications and credentials.

$50,000.00

Sarah's Circle
In support of Sarah’s Circle’s programs for women facing homelessness and 
significant health repercussions.

$50,000.00

Sista Afya Community Care 
In support of Sista Afya Community Care (SACC) to offer free holistic mental 
wellness care, making mental wellness care accessible and achievable for 
women on the Southside of Chicago.

$50,000.00

South Side Weekly 
In support of increased news coverage and reporting of issues related to  
community safety and well-being. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, THE  
EXPERIMENTAL STATION: 6100 BLACKSTONE.

$25,000.00

Southland Human Services Leadership Council
In support of the Southland Human Service Leadership Council’s general 
operations in advancing health and human care system innovations.

$50,000.00

TaskForce Chicago
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability and 
increasing access to health care to LGBTQ+ youth of color.

$135,000.00

Territory
In support of Territory to provide youth leadership development programming 
through urban design that produces community-driven safety solutions.

$25,000.00

The Arts Work Fund
In support of the Arts Work Fund. $180,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
Internal transfer to T635 Flexible Housing Fund in support of housing  
opportunities for hard to house populations including homeless youth and 
high utilizers of the health care systems.

$100,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
To close Fund T629-Partnership for Equitable Vaccine Distribution to  
support grant making to meet basic human needs, including access to  
healthcare via the Unity Fund.

$25,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

The Firehouse Dream
In support of general operations to provide services in increasing access to 
health care through mental health initiatives focusing on BIPOC youth and 
young adults.

$105,000.00

The Harbour
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability to 
female and non-binary youth ages 12-23.

$105,000.00

The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence
In support of The Network’s general operations to prevent and end  
gender-based violence.

$66,700.00

Think Outside Da Block
In support of Think Outside Da Block to provide youth leadership development 
programming through peer mental health that produces community-driven 
safety solutions.

$25,000.00

True Star Media
In support of increased news coverage and reporting of issues related to 
community safety and well-being.

$25,000.00

Two Five Three Two Corp
In support of Two Five Three Two Corp NFP to provide youth leadership 
development programming in digital and performing arts that produces 
community-driven safety solutions. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Chicago 
Art Department.

$25,000.00

U.N.I.O.N. Impact Center
In support of Union Impact Center to provide youth leadership development 
programming through youth sports and wellness that produces  
community-driven safety solutions.

$25,000.00

United Way of Metro Chicago
In support of United Way of Metropolitan Chicago’s implementation of 2-1-1, 
a free, easy-to-access helpline that connects people in Chicago and suburban 
Cook County to the essential health and human services they need

$200,000.00

Unity Parenting and Counseling, Inc.
In support of general operations to provide services in housing stability for 
youth ages 18-24.

$210,000.00

Urban Growers Collective 
In support of general operations to decrease food insecurity, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$240,000.00 $240,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS

What About Us Charitable Enterprises, Inc. 
In support of What About Us Charitable Enterprises Incorporated to provide 
youth leadership development programming that produces community-driven 
safety solutions.

$25,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ARTS + CULTURE

USA Curling
To support the sport of curling using the Darwin Curtis Restricted Fund.  $50,000.00

Total Grant

TOTAL ARTS + CULTURE GRANTS: $50,000.00

We are committed to enhancing the vibrancy of our culture in ways that promote regional prosperity and build community. 
Our grants infuse arts organizations with the resources to truly reflect Chicago’s diversity. To provide arts education to 
young people, in and out of schools. To become more sustainable, serving as enduring anchors in their neighborhoods. We 
support programs that make data and information more available to leaders and residents alike, providing common ground for 
conversation—and change.
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

BUILDING COLLECTIVE POWER

BECOME
In support of the Culturally Responsive Community Transformation (CRCT), 
an innovative model bringing residents together to identify collective goals for 
social transformation within the boundaries of their neighborhood and  
collaboratively create pathways to turn their community insight into action, 
from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Block Club Chicago
In support of the production of news stories and community partnerships that 
result in the publication of stories South and West side residents identify 
as important to increasing connections and facilitating collective dialogues 
on issues that disproportionately impact their communities, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$450,000.00 $450,000.00

Borderless Magazine
In support of Borderless Magazine’s efforts to increase editorial and  
publication capacity building.

$50,000.00

Catchafire for Chicago
In support Catchafire Chicago, an online skills-based volunteer platform that 
connects nonprofits to innovative capacity building solutions, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$150,000.00 $150,000.00

Chicago Cares
In support of Chicago Cares efforts to democratize stakeholder engagement 
through its community collaboration initiative, co-design.

$75,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
Internal transfer grant to support grantmaking for African American Legacy 
and the Don Stewart Leadership Fund housed in the African American Legacy 
Fund (F318), from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$225,000.00 $225,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
Internal transfer grant to support grantmaking for the Persons with  
Disabilities Fund (F335).

$43,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
Internal transfer grant to support grantmaking for the Asian Giving Circle 
(F283).

$35,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
Internal transfer grant to support grantmaking for the Persons with  
Disabilities Fund (F335).

$17,000.00

Total Grant

TOTAL BUILD COLLECTIVE POWER GRANTS: $9,509,000.00

Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

BUILDING COLLECTIVE POWER

Chicago Community Foundation
Internal transfer grant to support grantmaking for the Young Leaders Fund 
(F212).

$30,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
Internal transfer grant to support grantmaking for the Persons with  
Disabilities Fund (F335).

$25,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
Internal transfer grant to support grantmaking for Nuestro Futuro (F319), 
from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$200,000.00 $200,000.00

Chicago Community Foundation
Internal transfer grant to support grantmaking for the LGBTQ Community 
Fund (F824), from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$200,000.00 $200,000.00

Chicago Learning Exchange
In support of Chicago Learning Exchange (CLX) to connect, amplify, and 
invest in Chicago’s out-of-school time providers and strengthen the OST 
ecosystem.

$100,000.00

Chicago Media Project
In support of Shifting Voices Film Fund to invest in filmmakers of color  
working in the social impact documentary space to create powerful media 
with strong impact campaigns and foster a vibrant community of BIPOC 
filmmakers.

$75,000.00

Chicago Public Media 
In support of general operations to Chicago Public Media. $3,000,000.00

Chicago Video Project
In support of the production of “Shame of Chicago,” a documentary that 
examines how Chicago became one of the most racially segregated cities in 
the world.

$75,000.00

Cicero Independiente
In support of editorial and publication capacity building for Cicero  
Independiente. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, CITY BUREAU NFP.

$30,000.00

Cicero Independiente
In support of editorial and publication capacity building for Cicero  
Independiente. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, CITY BUREAU NFP.

$45,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

BUILDING COLLECTIVE POWER

Civic Nation
In support of Change Collective, a leadership initiative that trains, connects 
and elevates emerging leaders, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago  
Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Common Purpose United States
In support of Chicago200, a networking leadership program that elevates the 
collective voice of youth and promotes civic participation in neighborhoods 
across the Chicago region.

$125,000.00

Community Leadership Fellows (CLF)
In support of Community Leadership Fellows to provide leadership  
development programs and opportunities to Black and Latinx grassroots 
leaders on the West Side of Chicago. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, United 
Way of Metropolitan Chicago.

$50,000.00

Crossroads Fund
In support of Cultivate: Women of Color Leadership program. $120,000.00

Edgar Fellows
To support the 2023 Executive Leadership Training program and the 2023 
Edgar Fellows Fundraising Dinner.

$30,000.00

Englewood Arts Collective
In support of Englewood Arts Collective’s development and production of the 
EAC Arts Village. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Folded Map Project.

$60,000.00

Englewood Arts Collective
In support of Englewood Arts Collective. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, 
Folded Map Project.

$5,000.00

Fertile Ground Factory, LLC.
In support of general operations to Fertile Ground Factory to complete  
the  “Mister Abbott” documentary and deepen organizational capacity to 
support BIPOC storytellers and filmmakers. Grant made via fiscal sponsor 
Independent Film Alliance.

$150,000.00

Focus Fairies Mentoring
In support of Focus Fairies youth mentoring program. $5,000.00

Folded Map Project
In support of general operations of Folded Map Project to strengthen its  
organizational infrastructure, scale programming and deepen partnerships.

$50,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Folded Map Project
In support of general operations of Folded Map Project to strengthen its  
organizational infrastructure, scale programming and deepen partnerships.

$50,000.00

G.O.D. - Giving Others Dreams
In support of Giving Others Dreams (G.O.D.) programming. $5,000.00

Goldin Institute
In support of the Chicago Peace Fellows, from the Searle Funds at The  
Chicago Community Trust.

$160,000.00 $160,000.00

Haji Healing Salon
In support of the community service provided by Haji Healing Salon. Grant 
made via fiscal sponsor, Resilience Partners NFP.

$5,000.00

Instituto ANCLA
In support of Instituto ANCLA programming and capacity. $5,000.00

Investigative Project on Race and Equity
In support of The Investigative Project on Race and Equity’s virtual newsroom 
producing long-form investigative journalism on race and equity and the 
development of an apprenticeship program to train new and BIPOC journalist 
in investigative reporting.

$75,000.00

Invisible Institute
In support of The Invisible Institutes efforts to reframe the public discourse 
about fundamental issues of racial justice.

$50,000.00

Invisible Institute
In support of The Invisible Institutes efforts to reframe the public discourse 
about fundamental issues of racial justice.

$50,000.00

LaRaza Chicago
In support of general operations for La Raza. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, 
INTERNATIONAL LATINO CULTURAL CENTER OF CHICAGO.

$35,000.00

LaRaza Chicago
In support of general operations for La Raza. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, 
INTERNATIONAL LATINO CULTURAL CENTER OF CHICAGO.

$40,000.00

Lugenia Burns Hope Center 
In support of strengthening senior organizing, communications and  
fundraising.

$100,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds



THE CHICAGO COMMUNITY TRUST COMPETITIVE GRANTS 2023  |   20    

C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

BUILDING COLLECTIVE POWER

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
In support of Metropolitan Mayors Caucus’s work to educate municipal  
leaders on DEI issues, foster peer learning, and implement reforms that help 
them operate more equitably and inclusively.

$75,000.00

Mujeres Latinas en Acción
In support of the Latina Leadership Program. $80,000.00

N'DIGO Foundation
In support of THE NDIGO FOUNDATION for editorial and production capacity 
building for N’DIGO STUDIO.

$100,000.00

Project Purity
In support of The I Am Well Project. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Resilience 
Partners NFP.

$5,000.00

Public Narrative
In support of Public Narrative’s narrative change initiative focused on Black 
and Latinx young and adult men.

$140,000.00

Reader Institute for Community Journalism 
In support of editorial capacity building and the development of cross- 
publication projects with other media outlets. The grant will support the  
Chicago Reader’s capacity to tell resident-driven, actionable stories that 
make a positive contribution to our city’s public conversation.

$75,000.00

Real Men Charities, Inc.
In support of staffing and technological capacity building for the monthly 
publication of South Side Drive Magazine.

$50,000.00

Reparations Media 
In support of Reparation Media’s development of the Change Agents podcast. $45,000.00

Reparations Media 
In support of Reparation Media’s development of the Change Agents podcast. $30,000.00

Respair Production & Media
In support of general operations to Respair Production and Media to  
strengthen the movement media ecosystem in the Chicago region. Grant 
made via fiscal sponsor, Allied Media Projects.

$75,000.00

Sista Afya Community Care 
In support of Sista Afya programming. $5,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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South Side Weekly 
In support of South Side Weekly’s editorial capacity building and the  
development of community led collaborations including investigation and 
narrative building. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, THE EXPERIMENTAL  
STATION: 6100 BLACKSTONE.

$75,000.00

Streetsblog Chicago
In support of Streetsblog Chicago’s website informing leaders and residents 
about local transportation issues and its intersection with affordable housing 
and public space use.

$75,000.00

Telpochcalli Community Education Project (TCEP)
In support of The Telpochcalli Community Education Project for leadership 
development.

$5,000.00

TGiMovement
In support of TGiMovement’s Omega Chi Omega youth civic engagement 
program.

$40,000.00

The Black Star Project
In support of The Black Star Project. $5,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
Internal transfer grant to Building Collective Power Fund T631 to support 
consulting and administrative costs associated with the Changemakers  
Network, including evalution, programmatic consultant and convenings, from 
the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$185,000.00 $185,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
Internal transfer grant to support the Office of Equity and Racial Justice, 
for Racial Equity Action Plans, a strategic plan to improve racially equitable 
outcomes in each city department’s core work, from the Searle Funds at The 
Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
To support the consultative support of Policy , Building Collective Power, and 
Catalyzing Neighborhood Investment in FY23, from the Searle Funds at The 
Chicago Community Trust.

$250,000.00 $250,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
To support the consultative support of Building Collective Power in FY23. $99,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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The Chicago Community Trust
To support consulting and administrative costs associated with building 
out the Action Strategic Component of Building Collective Power, including 
research and planning on how leverage coalitions and collaborations that will 
help close the racial and ethnic wealth gap.

$75,000.00

The Field Foundation of Illinois
In support of Field Foundation’s media and storytelling platform to invest in 
organizations that focuses on telling stories from BIPOC neighborhoods in 
Chicago, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$300,000.00 $300,000.00

The Healing Academy
In support of the Healing Academy programming. $5,000.00

The Monroe Foundation
In support of Get Cleared Illinois. $80,000.00

The Obsidian Collection
In support of general operating to Obsidian Collection Archives to retain, 
preserve and distribute archival content of the Black press.

$85,000.00

The Silver Room
In support of The Silver Room Block party Film Festival. Grant made via fiscal 
sponsor, A Long Walk Home.

$50,000.00

The TRiiBE
In support of THE TRiiBE’S ongoing development and enhancement of  
The SCENE, a web application and community directory that maps local 
businesses, resources, and events. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Resilience 
Partners NFP.

$20,000.00

The TRiiBE
In support of THE TRiiBE’S ongoing development and enhancement of  
The SCENE, a web application and community directory that maps local 
businesses, resources, and events. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Resilience 
Partners NFP.

$130,000.00

The University of Chicago Office of Civic Engagement
In support of Civic Actor Studio, a civic leadership retreat designed to  
examine leadership roles, increase self-efficacy and build social capital.

$25,000.00

True Star Media
In support of True Star’s youth media development program. $75,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Truth, Racial Healing and Transformation Greater Chicago
To support Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation Greater Chicago’s  
campaign to sustain the region’s commitment to reconcile the historic and 
ongoing negative impacts of racism, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust.

$325,000.00 $325,000.00

Wieboldt Foundation
In support of the inaugural Chicago Community Organizing Capacity Building. $350,000.00

Window to the World Communications, Inc. (WTTW) 
In support of journalism programming that includes broadcasts of Chicago 
Tonight, CT: Latino Voices, CT: Black Voices, digital segments, and  
community conversations.

$150,000.00

Y2Kwanzaa.Org
In support of Y2Kwanzaa .Org for the Harambee Pre-Kwanzaa Festival and 
documentary project. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Organic Oneness. 

$30,000.00

Young Chicago Authors
In support of general operating investments to strengthen 2023 program 
delivery and capacity building efforts.

$100,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Allies for Community Business
A4CB will offer revenue-based financing to a diverse set of Cook County 
entrepreneurs with high growth potential. A4CB will leverage a $1M loan loss 
reserve grant from the Trust in order to deploy $5M of loan capital. The loan 
loss reserve grant is crucial to offer this type of financing in an economically 
prudent manner. Funding from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community 
Trust.

$1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00

Austin Coming Together
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Back of the Yards Neighborhood Council
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Blue Tin Production
In support of a renovation of a 11,250 sq ft building at 3055 W 63rd Street 
in the Chicago Lawn neighborhood, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, CROSSROADS FUND.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Brown Sugar Bakery
In support of rehabilitation of a 8,300 sq ft industrial building at 7637 S 
Western Ave in the Ashburn neighborhood, from the Searle funds at The 
Chicago Community Trust. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Greater Chatham 
Initiative Inc.

$91,000.00 $91,000.00

Burst Into Books
In support of a bookstore and community hall for local residents and  
nonprofits in the West Roseland neighborhood.

$50,000.00

Burst Into Books
In support of a bookstore and community hall for local residents and  
nonprofits in the West Roseland neighborhood.

$50,000.00

Center for Community Progress
For implementation support for the Trust-led Illinois property tax sales  
system law and on-going work to reform the state’s property tax sales  
system.

$150,000.00

Center for Neighborhood Technology
Back office supports for Elevated Works. $125,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Chicago Community Foundation
To support the Pre-Development Fund, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Chicago Community Load Fund
In support of Chicago Community Loan Fund’s Technical Assistance services 
targeting developers of color.

$10,000.00

Chicago Community Load Fund
In support of Chicago Community Loan Fund’s Technical Assistance services 
targeting developers of color.

$115,000.00

Chicago Human Rhythm Project
In support of Phase II of the Mayfair Arts Center at 8701 S Bennett Ave in the 
Calumet Heights neighborhood.

$99,750.00

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
Support for the Local Technical Assistance (LTA) Program, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$150,000.00 $150,000.00

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
To support the creation and staffing of an independent steering committee of 
business, community, environmental, labor, and civic interests to oversee the 
Transit Recommendations Report for northeastern Illinois.

$70,000.00

Community Desk Chicago
Support of general operating for the launch and initial operations of  
Community Desk Chicago (The Desk) as a new 501(c)3 organization,  
formerly incubated at the Trust. Grant funds from the Searle funds at The 
Chicago Community Trust.

$300,000.00 $300,000.00

Community Desk Chicago
General Operating Support. $200,000.00

Deeply Rooted Dance Theater
In support of a 33,270 sq ft new construction dance studio and performance 
center at 5345 S State Street in the Washington Park neighborhood.

$100,000.00

Design Trust Chicago
In support of Design Trust Chicago to create a Sustainable Business and 
Revenue Plan.

$46,000.00

Duo Development
Build an open-plan commercial building, designed to accommodate shared 
ownership by hyper local residents, at 1600 S Sawyer Ave in the North  
Lawndale neighborhood.

$100,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Duo Development
Build an open-plan commercial building, designed to accommodate shared 
ownership by hyper local residents, at 1600 S Sawyer Ave in the North  
Lawndale neighborhood.

$50,000.00

Dust Em Clean Maintenance Company, Inc.
In support of new construction of three-story, 9,200 sq ft mixed-use building 
at 634 E 61st Street in the West Woodlawn neighborhood. Grant made via 
fiscal sponsor, SOUTHSIDE TOGETHER ORGANIZING FOR POWER.

$40,000.00

Dust Em Clean Maintenance Company, Inc.
In support of new construction of three-story, 9,200 sq ft mixed-use building 
at 634 E 61st Street in the West Woodlawn neighborhood. Grant made via 
fiscal sponsor, SOUTHSIDE TOGETHER ORGANIZING FOR POWER.

$60,000.00

E. G.  Woode
Supports planning activities for the Englewood Hospitality Hub, a  
comprehensive effort to reimagine and redevelop the north side of 63rd 
Street in Englewood from Morgan Street to Carpenter Street into mixed-use 
block that includes restaurants, retail stores, and professional services. Grant 
made via fiscal sponsor, Teamwork Englewood.

$50,000.00

Eighteenth Street Development Corporation (ESDC)
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Elevated Chicago
Elevated’s public health-related activities. $20,000.00

Elevated Chicago
Elevated’s public health-related activities. $25,000.00

Elevated Chicago
Elevated’s public health-related activities. $80,000.00

Elevated Chicago
Support for the general operation of Elevated Chicago, a coalition of  
organizations that aims advance Equitable Transit Oriented Development to 
transform transit stations into community-focused centers to connect people 
and create equitable places for climate resilience, health and culture.

$150,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Elevated Chicago
Support for the general operation of Elevated Chicago, a coalition of  
organizations that aims advance Equitable Transit Oriented Development to 
transform transit stations into community-focused centers to connect people 
and create equitable places for climate resilience, health and culture.

$50,000.00

Elevated Chicago
Support for the general operation of Elevated Chicago, a coalition of  
organizations that aims advance Equitable Transit Oriented Development to 
transform transit stations into community-focused centers to connect people 
and create equitable places for climate resilience, health and culture.

$50,000.00

Emerald South Economic Development Collaborative
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$50,000.00 $50,000.00

Far South Community Development Corporation (CDC)
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Firebird Community Arts
In support of ground-up construction of 12,000 sq ft building on vacant  
land located at 3312-3344 W. Lake Street in the East Garfield Park  
neighborhood.

$100,000.00

Full Spectrum Features
To remodel an existing 3-flat and develop the adjacent empty lot to create a 
community cinema and production office space at 2000 - 2004 S. California 
in the Marshall Square (South Lawndale) neighborhood.

$100,000.00

Garfield Park Community Council
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Greater Auburn-Gresham Development Corporation
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Greater Englewood Chamber of Commerce
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, 
Teamwork Englewood.

$50,000.00 $50,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Greater Southwest Development Corporation
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Historic Pullman Foundation 
For capacity-building support. $100,000.00

Historic Pullman Foundation 
The restoration and rebuild of the historic Market Hall at 11159 S Champlain 
Ave in the Pullman neighborhood.

$100,000.00

Illinois Facilities Fund (IFF)
In support of is new 16,773 sq ft mixed use development at 3405 W Harrison 
Street in the Homan Square neighborhood.

$100,000.00

in care of Black Women
In support of a renovation of a 6,600 sq ft building at 1201 W 71st Street in 
the West Englewood neighborhood. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, FLOATING 
MUSEUM NFP.

$100,000.00

Ingalls Development Foundation
Support the development of an action plan that will guide the  
implementation of the Wood Street Community Health Corridor 2023 Anchor 
Hospital Community Development Plan, which will encourage economic 
development and support a public health anchor.

$200,000.00

KMW Communities, LLC. 
In support of a ground-up construction of 68,000 square foot mixed-use 
building at 150 N Kedzie Ave in the East Garfield Park neighborhood. Grant 
made via fiscal sponsor, COMMUNITY INVESTMENT CORP.

$40,000.00

KMW Communities, LLC. 
In support of a ground-up construction of 68,000 square foot mixed-use 
building at 150 N Kedzie Ave in the East Garfield Park neighborhood. Grant 
made via fiscal sponsor, COMMUNITY INVESTMENT CORP.

$60,000.00

Latinos Progresando
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Local Initiatives Support Corporation
The Chicago Neighborhood Development Award support of The Chicago 
Community Trust Outstanding Community Plan Award.

$25,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Metropolitan
Advancing original research (Zoning and Land Use Assessment) that  
quantifies impacts of the Chicago zoning code on equity, sustainability,  
and health.

$150,000.00

North Lawndale Community Coordinating Council
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$50,000.00 $50,000.00

North Lawndale Community Coordinating Council
The construction of a 65,000 sq ft community facility, which will include 
a full-service grocery store and children’s center, located at 3100 - 58 W 
Ogden Avenue in the North Lawndale neighborhood.

$100,000.00

Northwest Side Community Development Corporation (CDC)
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$50,000.00 $50,000.00

P3 Markets, LLC.
In support of a commercial office and restaurant space at 226 E 43rd St in 
the Bronzeville neighborhood. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Manufacturing 
Renaissance.

$100,000.00

Plant Chicago
Plant Chicago expansion at 4459 S Marshfield Ave in the Back of the Yards 
neighborhood.

$20,000.00

Policy Kings
The rehab of 17,720 sq. ft. of commercial and residential space at 353-363 
E. 51st St. in the Washington Park neighborhood. Grant made via fiscal 
sponsor Chicago Baptist Institute,  from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Quad Communities Development Corporation (QCDC)
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Revitalized Communities, LLC.
For the creation of a mixed-use building with 43 affordable (rental) units and 
ground floor retail at 222-229 E 79th Street in the Chatham neighborhood. 
Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Chicago Community Loan Fund, from the  
Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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South Shore Chamber Community Development Corporation
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

South Shore Chamber of Commerce
Supports the “We the People” planning process for a Community Investment 
Vehicle (CIV) along the 71st Street corridor in Chicago’s South Shore  
neighborhood.

$150,000.00

South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association
To pursue federal resources for environmental clean-up and investment in the 
south Cook County suburbs.

$100,000.00

Southland Development Authority 
In support of Harvey Housing Initiative, a clustered housing development in 
the Harvey neighborhood.

$100,000.00

Southland Development Authority 
In support of the completion of Phase 1 of an 18-month project specifically to 
design and develop a new SDA Finance Arm.

$100,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
To support the consultative support of Growing Household Wealth and 
Catalyzing Neighborhood Investment in FY23, from the Searle Funds at The 
Chicago Community Trust.

$250,000.00 $250,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
Under the management of the CNI team, for on-going consulting services 
from SB Friedman on the Pre-Development Fund and consulting services 
from Main Street America for the chambers of commerce landscape study 
and analysis, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$200,000.00 $200,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust (internal transfer) 
To support work with a boutique consulting team on the incorporation of a 
commercial form of shared ownership (i.e., “Community Benefits Trust”) into 
a maximum of three real estate projects in Chicago neighborhoods, from the 
Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$250,000.00 $250,000.00

The Endeleo Institute 
Supporting General Operations of neighborhood organization that facilitates 
and promotes neighborhood investment work in their community, from the 
Searle funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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The Workshop Arts Collaborative
In support of the renovation of 6,600 sq ft 100-year-old brick building at 
3741 - 3749 W. Lawrence Ave in the Albany Park neighborhood. Grant made 
via fiscal sponsor, NORTH RIVER COMMISSION.

$100,000.00

Think BLUE
In support of a ground-up construction of an approximately 36,000 square 
foot multidisciplinary facility focusing on sports, fitness and mental health at 
7950 S Emerald Ave in the Auburn Gresham neighborhood. Grant made via 
fiscal sponsor, Greater Auburn Gresham Development Corporation.

$100,000.00

trudelta
In support of the renovation of an existing 13,000 sq ft building at 4400 
W Madison in the West Garfield Park neighborhood. Grant made via fiscal 
sponsor, BLACK UNITED FUND OF ILLINOIS.

$10,000.00

trudelta
In support of the renovation of an existing 13,000 sq ft building at 4400 
W Madison in the West Garfield Park neighborhood. Grant made via fiscal 
sponsor, BLACK UNITED FUND OF ILLINOIS.

$90,000.00

Trust For Public Land
To support Chicago Infrastructure Reuse network (“the Network”). $50,000.00

Twisted Eggroll
In support of a 6,500 sq ft retail storefront, commercial kitchen, and  
community kitchen at 657 E 75th Street in the Grand Crossing neighborhood. 
Grant made via fiscal sponsor, REUNITE CHATHAM NFP.

$100,000.00

United Way of Metro Chicago
General operating support. $150,000.00

Urban Equities Real Estate Consultants, Inc. 
The creation of a shared commercial kitchen space located at 5021 S. 
Wabash Avenue in the Grand Boulevard neighborhood. Grant made via fiscal 
sponsor Community Investment Corp.

$6,000.00

World Business Chicago
To provide (2) $75,000 design excellence awards and (5) $25,000 design 
excellence awards to architect + developer design teams competing for 
mixed-use projects in two neighborhoods (West Garfield Park and Roseland), 
from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$275,000.00 $275,000.00

World Business Chicago
To provide $25,000 awards to six architect + developer design teams 
competing for mixed-use projects in two neighborhoods (Woodlawn and East 
Garfield Park), from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust

$150,000.00 $150,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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TOTAL EDUCATION GRANTS: $4,692,830.00

We believe that every child should have access to a high-quality education, including a post-secondary experience that leads 
to living-wage employment. Our grants support programs that help close the academic achievement gap. Build pathways from 
high school to future success. Reduce unemployment. Prepare workers with the job skills employers need to remain local and 
profitable. Fight discrimination in the workplace. Secure fair earnings for working people.
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Better Future Forward
In support of the Addressing Financial Impediments Initiative, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$300,000.00 $300,000.00

Chicago Center for Arts and Technology 
In support of Chicago Center for Arts and Technology Adult Education  
Expansion, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$150,000.00 $150,000.00

City Colleges of Chicago Foundation
In support of the Math Momentum Initiative, from the Searle Funds at The 
Chicago Community Trust.

$145,000.00 $145,000.00

Economic Awareness Council
In support of Economic Awareness Council Financial Capability Initiative from 
the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$200,000.00 $200,000.00

Economic Awareness Council
In support of Economic Awareness Council Financial Capability Initiative from 
the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$50,000.00 $50,000.00

Enlace Chicago
in support of LVEC College Pipeline Initiative, from the Searle Funds at The 
Chicago Community Trust.

$145,000.00 $145,000.00

Evanston Rebuilding Warehouse
In support of Evanston Rebuilding Warehouse Alumni Services Education, 
from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$150,000.00 $150,000.00

HIRE360
In support of Hire360’s Mentoring and Alumni Services, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$200,000.00 $200,000.00

i.c.stars
In support of i.c. stars Enhancing Digital Job Skills Training and Career 
Pathways in the Post-COVID-19 World from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust.

$150,000.00 $150,000.00
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Jane Addams Resources Corporation
In support of Jane Addams Resource Corporation Careers in Manufacturing 
Program from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$150,000.00 $150,000.00

LIFT-Chicago
In support of LIFT-Chicago Family Economic Mobility & Virtual Coaching from 
the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$150,000.00 $150,000.00

National Able Network
In support of National Able Network’s IT Career Lab and IT Sector Center, 
from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$200,000.00 $200,000.00

Network for Young Adult Success - UtmostU
In support of Bridges for Success, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust.

$200,000.00 $200,000.00

Northwestern University
Support for the Chicago Biomedical Consortium, from the Searle Funds at 
The Chicago Community Trust.

$1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00

One Million Degrees
In support of the One Million Degrees model to improve success in degree 
completion, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$350,000.00 $350,000.00

Partnership for College Completion
In support of the Partnership for College Completion Illinois Equity in Degree 
Completion Initiative, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community 
Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Revolution Workshop
In support of Revolution Workshop’s Career Growth Services, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$150,000.00 $150,000.00

Scholarship America
Leonard and Bernice Lavin Scholarship Program (202231441). This grant 
is made from the The Leonard and Bernice Lavin Scholarship Fund of the 
Foundation.

$2,830.00

Scholarship America
In support of the distribution of the William J. Cook Scholarship $200,000.00

Start Early
In support of Start Early’s general operations to ensure children regardless 
of their race, ethnicity, ability or socioeconomic status can reach their full 
potential.

$100,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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The Chicago Community Trust 
Administrative funds to be used for learning and evaluation efforts for Bridges 
to Brighter Futures (Bridges), from the Searle Funds at The Chicago  
Community Trust.

$300,000.00 $300,000.00

Year Up
In support of Supporting Youth Employment and Economic Mobility: Year Up 
Chicago’s Workforce Development Program from the Searle Funds at The 
Chicago Community Trust.

$200,000.00 $200,000.00

Young Invincibles
In support of Young Invincibles Mental Health on Campus Act Learning  
Collaborative from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Allies for Community Business
Support of the Neighborhood Entrepreneurship Lab (NEL) and their ongoing 
grant program enabling small business owners of color to build individual and 
community wealth.

$75,000.00

Association House of Chicago
In support of its Workforce Training Initiative. $100,000.00

Block Club Chicago
In support of Block Club Chicago NFP’s increased news reporting and  
amplified coverage of issues related to housing and homeownership on the 
South and West sides of Chicago.

$50,000.00

Borderless Magazine 
Project in support of producing a bilingual reporting package about housing 
and homeownership in the Latinx community.

$50,000.00

Bottom Line, Inc. 
In support of its Transforming Household and Community Wealth by  
Increasing College Completion Among First Generation Chicago Students 
Initiative.

$110,000.00

Bottom Line, Inc. 
In support of its Transforming Household and Community Wealth by  
Increasing College Completion Among First Generation Chicago Students 
Initiative.

$90,000.00

Bridges From School to Work 
In support of its Chicago Bridges Initiative. $25,000.00

Bridges From School to Work 
In support of its Chicago Bridges Initiative. $75,000.00

Brighton Park Neighborhood Council
In support of its BPNC Financial Services and Workforce Development  
Program.

$175,000.00

Cara Collective
In support of its Comprehensive Workforce Development Supports and  
Compensation.

$200,000.00

Carole Robertson Center for Learning
In support of Carole Robertson Center’s Grow Your Own apprenticeship  
model, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds

TOTAL GROW HOUSEHOLD WEALTH GRANTS: $9,334,747.00
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Center for Community Self-Help
Project support for Reclaiming Communities, a homeownership effort  
in which The Resurrection Project, Lawndale Christian Development  
Corporation and The Center for Community Self Help will develop  
homeownership solutions.

$280,000.00

Chicago Area Fair Housing Alliance (CAFHA)
Support of the Public Housing Authority (PHA) Homeownership Program 
Coalition and CAFHA’s ongoing leadership in developing new initiatives as 
well as advocating for policy and programmatic changes among housing 
authorities.

$65,000.00

Chicago Area Fair Housing Alliance (CAFHA)
Support of the Public Housing Authority (PHA) Homeownership Program 
Coalition and CAFHA’s ongoing leadership in developing new initiatives as 
well as advocating for policy and programmatic changes among housing 
authorities.

$10,000.00

Chicago Bungalow Association
To support Chicago Bungalow Association’s unBLOCKED program. $106,000.00

Chicago Bungalow Association
To support Chicago Bungalow Association’s unBLOCKED program. $14,000.00

Chicago Furniture Bank
To support Chicago Furniture Bank’s programs and services. $15,000.00

Chicago Furniture Bank
To support Chicago Furniture Bank’s programs and services. $60,000.00

Chicago State University Foundation
In support of Chicago State University Foundation’s Rise Academy. $150,000.00

Chicagoland Workforce Funder Alliance
In support of the Early Childhood Workforce Partnership. $53,000.00

Chicagoland Workforce Funder Alliance
In support of the Chicagoland Workforce Funders Alliance general operations. $175,000.00

Connecting Capital & Community
In support of Connecting Capital and Community’s Buyer Pipeline and  
Inventory Strategy, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$700,000.00 $700,000.00

Defy Ventures, Inc.
To support Defy Venture Illinois programs and services at existing and new 
sites.

$75,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Economic Architecture
To support the development of a liquidity product through Project H20 for 
low-to-moderate income homeowners.

$86,000.00

Economic Architecture
To support the development of a liquidity product through Project H20 for 
low-to-moderate income homeowners.

$14,000.00

Greater West Town Community Development Project
In support of Greater West Town Community Development Project’s  
Occupational Skills Training and Job Placement.

$200,000.00

Growing Community Media 
Project in support of the Greater West Side Own Your Home project, a  
multiplatform storytelling and education campaign.

$70,000.00

Habitat for Humanity Chicago
Project support for Special Purpose Credit Program operated by Habitat  
Chicago, Far South Community Development Corporation, and Oak Park 
Regional Housing Center.

$280,000.00

Here To Stay Community Land Trust
To support Here to Stay Community Land Trust’s programs and services. $14,000.00

Here To Stay Community Land Trust
To support Here to Stay Community Land Trust’s programs and services. $86,000.00

HIRE360
In support of its 360 Trades Careers Initiative. $100,000.00

Hope Chicago 
In support of ongoing multi-generational social and economic mobility work 
through the Parent Scholar Program.

$200,000.00

Housing Action Illinois
To expand and preserve access to affordable homeownership through  
advocacy efforts related to access to mortgage credit, addressing systemic 
bias in the housing finance and appraisal systems, and reducing debt for 
homeowners experiencing tax delinquency.

$183,000.00

Housing Choice Partners (HCP) of Illinois
HCP , as a partner with CAFHA, will advocate for homeownership  
opportunities with the Housing Choice Voucher Working Group. The HCV 
Working Group is led by CAFHA. The grant will support staff salaries and 
benefits of  HCP’s Executive Director and Community Engagement Manager 
in implementation this project.

$50,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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i.c.stars
In support of its Launching Tech Careers for Young Moms Initiative. $125,000.00

Injustice Watch
In support of Injustice Watch NFP to expand coverage and investigate issues 
related to housing and homeownership in Cook County.

$50,000.00

Jane Addams Resource Corporation
In support of its Empowering Chicagoans through Manufacturing Careers. $150,000.00

LaRaza Chicago
Project in support of La Raza for the Hispanic Homeownership Educational 
and Advocacy Toolkit (HHEAT) a multimedia journalism initiative. Grant made 
via fiscal sponsor, International Latino Cultural Center of Chicago.

$80,000.00

League of Black Women
In support of the League of Black Women’s Entrepreneurship Accelerator and 
Incubator Institute.

$75,000.00

LIFT-Chicago
In support of its LIFT-Chicago: Growing Wealth by Investing in Families 
Initiative.

$200,000.00

LiftUp Communities
General operating support. $166,275.00

LiftUp Communities
General operating support. $13,700.00

Loyola University of Chicago
In support of its Loyola University Chicago Nursing CARE Pathway to the 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN).

$200,000.00

Metropolitan Planning Council
In support of the Metropolitan Planning Council designing a series of  
roundtable discussions with the Chicago Community Trust and partners  
on the effects of the homeownership gap in the city of Chicago.

$25,000.00

Metropolitan Planning Council
In continued support of Metropolitan Planning Council designing a series of 
roundtable discussions with the Chicago Community Trust and partners on 
the effects of the homeownership gap in the city of Chicago.

$15,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Metropolitan Planning Council
In support of Metropolitan Planning Council’s Change Lab project designed 
to build the capacity of housing leaders to address structural change through 
collaborative and efficient solution-building. Through the Change Lab, MPC 
will provide monthly training modules for CCT homeownership grant  
recipients.

$195,000.00

MKB Business Strategies
To build 8 affordable single family homes for existing residents at 80-120% 
AMI in the 3C targeted neighborhoods of East Garfield Park and Humboldt 
Park. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, CHICAGO NEIGHBORHOOD INITIATIVES 
INC.

$100,000.00

Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago
To support the Housing Policy Task Force and its efforts to improve mortgage 
access and address systemic bias in the appraisal system.

$130,000.00

Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago
To support Neighborhood Housing Services, Chicago Urban League, and  
Self-Help Federal Credit Union’s creating and marketing equitable Home 
mortgage product program.

$280,000.00

Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago
To support the Housing Policy Task Force and its efforts to improve mortgage 
access and address systemic bias in the appraisal system.

$10,000.00

Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago
To support the Housing Policy Task Force efforts to advance state legislation 
to require the county treasurer to create a payment plan for homeowners who 
find themselves in arrears on property taxes.

$50,000.00

Network for Young Adult Success - UtmostU
In support of its UtmostU College & Career Success Initiative. $100,000.00

North Lawndale Employment Network
In support of the North Lawndale Employment Network Financial Opportunity 
Center.

$165,530.00

Northwest Center
Project support for Chicago’s Northwest Home Equity Assurance Program 
operated by Northwest Side Housing Center, Northwest Equity Assurance 
Program, and supported by DePaul University’s Institute for Housing Studies.

$210,000.00

Reparations Media 
In support of Reparations Media to develop episodes of the Change Agents 
podcast dedicated to homeownership.

$50,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Revolution Institute
In support of its Cooperative Leadership Training: Cultivating Self-Esteem 
and Influence in the Workplace Initiative.

$195,742.00

Revolution Workshop
In support of Revolution Workshop’s Pre-Apprenticeship Construction Job 
Training Program.

$200,000.00

Skills for Chicagoland's Future
In support of its Demand-Driven Career Pathways Initiative. $100,000.00

Sunshine Enterprises
Continued funding to support the growth and capacity of the Next Level 
Exchange a multi-organizational business mentorship program for  
entrepreneurs of color. This grant will enable Next Level Exchange to expand 
its operations and scale over the next 3- 5 years. Within the next grant year, 
NLE looks to hire a full time team member.

$50,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
For consultative support of the Advancing Innovative Homeownership  
Financing Solutions cohort of grantees with research and real estate  
financing support.

$150,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
For consultative support of the Cross-team homeownership strategy’s goal 
to work with Trustee Banks on identifying capital products for homebuyers 
(Community Impact Administrative Cost Center 0001).

$20,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust (internal)
For the operational cost of the Mortgage Access Initiative on August 1, 2023. $2,500.00

The Chicago Scholars 
In support of The Chicago Scholars Foundation Equity for Young Men of Color 
Initiative.

$245,000.00

The Fund for Equitable Business Growth
To support the Fund for Equitable Business Growth (FEBG) and their ongoing 
efforts to develop and strengthen Business Service Organization (BSO) 
collaboration and partnership.

$900,000.00

Thrive Scholars
In support of Thrive Scholars Boosting Economic Mobility Initiative. $200,000.00

Transform Capital
In support of its Innovation in Recyclable Community Lending program. $50,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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United Power for Action and Justice
To support outreach and organizing in the Reclaiming Chicago Homebuyer 
Engagement and Coordination program.

$150,000.00

University of Chicago Urban Labs
In support of University of Chicago Urban Labs Closing the Racial Wealth Gap 
by Addressing Unmet Financial Need for Students of Color Initiative.

$345,000.00

Window to the World Communications (WTTW), Inc. 
In support of WINDOW TO THE WORLD COMMUNICATIONS INC to expand 
coverage of homeownership for Black and Latinx Chicagoans.

$50,000.00

Woodstock Institute
“The grant’s purpose is to continue work of the Mortgage Access Initiative 
(MAI). 
 
The focus for this project is to re-imagine, de-construct and advocate for a 
better mortgage lending and home buying process to achieve greater equity 
in homeownership outcomes for people of color and expand the breadth of 
responsive mortgage products that meet their needs.”

$15,000.00

Woodstock Institute
“The grant’s purpose is to continue work of the Mortgage Access Initiative 
(MAI). 
 
The focus for this project is to re-imagine, de-construct and advocate for a 
better mortgage lending and home buying process to achieve greater equity 
in homeownership outcomes for people of color and expand the breadth of 
responsive mortgage products that meet their needs.”

$85,000.00

Woodstock Institute
In support of ongoing efforts to protect the Predatory Loan Prevention Act 
(PLPA).

$150,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds



THE CHICAGO COMMUNITY TRUST COMPETITIVE GRANTS 2023  |   42    

C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

HEALTH

Ann & Robert H Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago
In support of Ann & Robert H Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago to aid 
successful transplants for children who come to the Siragusa Transplantation 
Center.

$100,000.00

Michael Reese Health Trust
In support of Michael Reese Health Trust’s Health First Collaborative which 
leads the Chicagoland Vaccine Partnership.

$75,000.00

Michael Reese Health Trust
In support of Michael Reese Health Trust’s Health First Collaborative which 
leads the Chicagoland Vaccine Partnership.

$75,000.00

The University of Illinois Board of Trustees
In support of UIC’s health research, study and practice in the field of  
dermatology.

$16,600.00

The University of Illinois Board of Trustees
In support of UIC’s health research, study and practice in the field of  
dermatology.

$8,400.00

Women Employed
In support of Women Employed to advance equity for Black and Latinx  
women in nursing and the allied health fields.

$150,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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1863FWD CARE 2 CARE
In support of # Year Anniversary Academy Justice Bar and Cafe Training 
Center Fundraiser.

$2,500.00

3Arts
In support of the 2023 3Arts Awards Celebration. $2,500.00

A House In Austin 
In support of A House in Austin Jazz and Jokes Gala. $2,500.00

A Work of Faith Ministries, Inc. 
In support of Juneteenth Celebration. $2,500.00

A.B.L.E. – Artists Breaking Limits & Expectations
In support of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. $3,000.00

Adler University
In support of LGBTQ & Diverse Leadership: from Stonewall to the University 
event.

$2,500.00

American Indian Association of Illinois
In support of Gathering of Chicago Nations event. $2,500.00

Anew: Building Beyond Violence and Abuse
In support of Keeping Dreams Alive Sneaker Ball. $2,500.00

Arts and Business Council of Chicago
In support of the creative enrichment retreat for art makers and creative 
practitioners of color.

$5,000.00

Association House of Chicago
In support of Faces of Hope event. $2,500.00

Association of Fundraising Professionals
In support of the 47th Annual Philanthropy Awards. $2,500.00

Austin African American Business Networking Association 
In support of The Austin P.O.W.E.R. $5,000.00

Austin Coming Together
In support of ACT Annual Spring Social. $2,500.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Black Researchers Collective
To build evaluation capacities with residents in 4 communities by providing 
training, coaching and access to data to inform community organizing efforts.

$75,000.00

BUILD, Inc. 
In support of BUILD the Future Gala 2023. $5,000.00

Building Brighter Minds for the Future (BBMF), Childcare & Youth  
Services
In support of BBMF’s First Annual Community Carnival and Parade.

$5,000.00

Cara Collective
In support of the 8th Annual CARA Gala. $1,400.00

Cara Collective
In support of the 8th Annual CARA Gala. $8,600.00

Care For Friends
In support of Power Hope. $2,500.00

Casa Central 
In support of 2023 Casa Central Annual Dinner Celebration “Out of this 
World”.

$10,000.00

Center for Companies that Care
In support of the Tree of Remembrance honoring victims of gun violence. $5,000.00

Chapin Hall Center for Children
To support the development and implementation of the Equity First Initiative. $50,000.00

Chicago Architecture Biennial
In support of Chicago Architecture Biennial. $5,000.00

Chicago Community and Workers Rights
In support of GALA for Worker Protection 2023. $2,500.00

Chicago Community Foundation
For the Illinois Immigration Funders Collaborative’s support of recent arrivals 
and asylum seekers by providing funds for for established community based 
organizations that deliver direct services to immigrants, migrants and  
refugees.

$100,000.00

Chicago Debates
In support of Red/Maroon Conference Tournament. $2,500.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Chicago Defender Charities
In support of the Bud Billiken Parade and Festival. $2,500.00

Chicago Foundation for Women
In support of the 38th Annual Gathering. $3,000.00

Chicago Humanities Festival
In support of the 2023 Annual Benefit. $10,000.00

Chicago Humanities Festival
In support of their annual benefit and celebration. $12,000.00

Chicago Jazz Philharmonic
In support of Chicago Immigrant Stories IV. $2,500.00

Chicago Metamorphosis Orchestra Project (ChiMOP)
In support of the Fiesta Primavera. $3,000.00

Chicago Sinfonietta
In support of Chicago Sinfonietta’s performance at Chicago African  
Americans in Philanthropy.

$2,500.00

Chicago United
In support of the 2023 Bridge Awards Celebration. $12,000.00

Chicago United
In support of the Bridge Awards Celebration 2022. $5,000.00

Chicago Urban League
In support of 62nd Annual Golden Fellowship Dinner. $10,000.00

Chicago Urban League
In support of the 61st Golden Fellowship Dinner $10,000.00

Chicago Women in Philanthropy
In support of CWIP Annual Luncheon. $6,000.00

Chicago Youth Centers
In support of Annual Shake & Stir. $2,500.00

Chicagoland Workforce Funder Alliance
In support of the Chicagoland Workforce Development Symposium. $5,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Chicagoland Workforce Funder Alliance
To support Chicagoland Workforce Funder Alliance’s partnership with  
Arise Chicago and Raise the Floor Alliance on Deferred Action for Labor  
Enforcement (DALE), a new way for undocumented immigrant workers  
to expose predatory, law-violating employers without fear of retaliation.  
DALE builds power for immigrant workers, which strengthens power for  
all workers, and provides a unique opportunity for worker organizing.

$100,000.00

Chinese Mutual Aid Association 
In support of Dim Sum & Then Some: The Uptown 5K/10K & Kids Dash. $5,000.00 

City Colleges of Chicago Foundation
In support of Timuel D. Black Jr. Scholarship & Fellowship Luncheon. $45,000.00

City Year
In support of City Year Chicago’s 23rd Annual Ripples of Hope. $5,000.00

Communities in Schools of Chicago
In support of CIS Chicago’s Meeting the Moment Event. $5,000.00

Community First Foundation 
In support of Community First Foundation, Inc Today’s Medicine in Nutrition 
and Holistic Health.

$5,000.00

CommunityGiving
In support of the 2022 CEONet retreat. $5,000.00

Court Theatre Fund
In support of 2023 Court Theatre Gala. $5,000.00

Disruptive, Inc. 
In support of MDIJIM Career Development Program. $1,500.00

Disruptive, Inc. 
In support of MDIJIM Career Development Program. $1,500.00

DuSable Heritage Association
In support of DuSable 2023 Annual Gala. $2,500.00

Elastic Arts Foundation
In support of AfroFuturist Weekend. $5,000.00

Everthrive Illinois
In support of EverThrive Illinois Annual Benefit. $2,500.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Excel Community Development Corporation
In support of an evening with Excel. $2,500.00

F.O.C.U.O.S.
In support of the Pop Up Distribution Event. $3,000.00

Financial Health Network
To provide funding to support further analysis of the Financial Health Chicago 
Pulse data.

$30,000.00

Forefront
In support of The Soul of Philanthropy. $5,000.00

Funders for LGBTQ Issues
In support of Funding Forward. $5,000.00

Gene Siskel Film Center of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago
In support of Sojourner Truth Symposium/Festival. $2,500.00

Global Philanthropy Partnership
In support of Simmons Center for Global Chicago Symposium. $1,000.00

Grace Housing Complex 
In support of The STYLE & GRACE Masquerade. $2,500.00

Great Cities Institute (GCI)
For the Great Cities Institute (GCI) to conduct research focused on  
philanthropic giving to Latinx-led/Latinx-serving organizations in the Chicago 
region aligned to the policy priorities of Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus 
Foundation.

$150,000.00

Harmony Community Cares 
In support of Harmony Community Cares 2023 Gala. $2,500.00

Haymaker Center
In support of Haymarket Center Gala. $5,500.00

Hispanic Alliance for Career Enhancement (HACE)
In support of Sembando el Futuro / Planting the Seeds of the Future Annual 
Fundraiser & Latina Leadership 15th Year Anniversary

$5,000.00

Hyde Park & Kenwood Interfaith Council
In support of Violence Prevention Weekend. $2,500.00

Hyde Park Art Center
In support of the Hyde Park Art Center 2023 Gala. $2,500.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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ILA Creative Studio
In support of ILA Fundraiser. $5,000.00

Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus Foundation
In support of the 2023 Annual Gala:  A Seat at the Table. $5,000.00

Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus Foundation
In support of Raices: from our roots, flowers bloom. $10,000.00

Illinois Muslim Civic Coalition
In support of the State of the Coalition Brunch 2022. $5,000.00

Imagine Englewood if…
In support of Peace Fest 2023 - One Love Edition. $3,000.00

Indo-American Center
In support of the 33rd Annual Gala: Building Our Future Together. $2,500.00

Ingenuity Incorporated Chicago
In support of Tapestry. $5,000.00

Instituto del Progreso Latino
In support of The City of Chicago Commission on Human Relations summit. $3,500.00

International Downtown Association Foundation
In support of the 69th Annual Conference & Marketplace. $10,000.00

John Howard Association of Illinois
In support of the JHA 2023 Annual Event. $2,500.00

Lawndale Christian Legal Center
In support of 12th Annual Justice Rising Benefit Gala. $5,000.00

Leadership Greater Chicago
In support of the 2022 leadership series: All Hands on Deck. $25,000.00

Leadership Greater Chicago
In support of the Daniel Burnham Fellowhip. $25,000.00

Lincoln Presidential Foundation
In support of 2023 Lincoln Leadership Prize. $5,000.00

Lion's Pride Mentoring
In support of the 2023 Are You Smarter Than A Ninth Grader? Trivia Night. $2,500.00

Total Grant Searle Funds



THE CHICAGO COMMUNITY TRUST COMPETITIVE GRANTS 2023  |   49    

C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITMENTS

Martin's International Foundation
In support of International Festival of Life. $5,000.00

Metropolitan Planning Council
In support of The Power of Possibility: Imagining an Equitable Future. $5,000.00

Museum of Science and Industry
In support of 2023 Black Creativity Program. $5,000.00

National Alumnae Association of Spelman College - Chicago Chapter
In support of a Crystal Blue Evening. $5,000.00

Navy Pier
In support of Winter Pier-adise event. $1,000.00

NDoula Community Alliance 
In support of Compassion Recharge. $2,500.00

New America Foundation
In support of New America Chicago to develop and advance community- 
informed solutions to achieving economic security and building wealth among 
Black and Latinx Chicagoans.

$21,000.00

New America Foundation
In support of New America Chicago to develop and advance community- 
informed solutions to achieving economic security and building wealth among 
Black and Latinx Chicagoans.

$204,000.00

People Matter
In support of Fund BIPOC Solidarity. $2,500.00

PODER
In support of the We Rise Together event at Poder HQ. $1,000.00

Project: VISION
In support of Project: VISION’s 20th Year Anniversary Fall Soiree. $3,000.00

RAND Corporation
To fund RAND to complete audit and refine established outcomes, measures 
of progress and secondary data to inform the Trust progress towards our 
strategic vision.

$80,000.00

Reborn Ministries
In support of Gala for Garfield. $4,500.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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scaleLIT
In support of Beyond Books event. $3,000.00

Somos El Poder
In support of Fundraising Con Ganas - Chicago. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, 
Commonweal.

$50,000.00

Soul Survivors of Chicago 
In support of The Walk with Purpose Project. $5,000.00

Southside Together Organizing for Power (STOP)
In support of People’s Assembly. $2,500.00

Springboard To Success 
In support of Flipping the Script: CHA Youth Change the Narrative. $5,500.00

Star Farm Chicago
In support of September Soiree. $3,000.00

Street Samaritans 
In support of the Open Hearts Gala. $3,000.00

Strides for Peace 
In support of Race Against Gun Violence. $5,000.00

Teatro Vista 
In support of the Spring 2024 Fundraiser. $5,000.00

The Brown House Experience
In support of Support in Silence Fundraiser 2023.  2,500.00

The Chicago Community Trust 
In support of We Rise Together work, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust.

$1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust 
Support for The Chicago Community Trust’s Matching Gift Program for 
FY2023.

$400,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
In support of Reimaging Juvenile Justice - What Would Jane Addams  
Recommend.

$2,500.00

The Civic Federation
In support of the 2023 Annual Civic Awards. $10,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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The National Museum of Puerto Rican Arts and Culture
In support of the 10th Annual Raices Gala. $2,500.00

The WasteShed
In support of the discar disco: the WasteShed’s 4th annual trash fashion 
show competition.

$2,500.00

Uhlich Children's Advantage Network
In support of the 24th Annual Youth Leadership Awards. $ 5,000.00

Urban Warrior Youth Community
In support of Community in Conversation. $5,000.00

What About Us Charitable Enterprises, Inc.
In support of Hannah’s Hope conference. $5,000.00

Witness, Inc.
In support of Joy & Justice Conference. $5,000.00

Women Employed
In support of The Working Lunch event. $2,300.00

Women Employed
In support of The Working Lunch event. $2,700.00

Woodlawn Chamber of Commerce
In support of their winter reception. $2,500.00

World Business Chicago
In support of The Chicago International Gala. $10,000.00

Youth Crossroads, Inc.
In support of Youth Crossroads 2023 Gala, Roaring 20s. $5,000.00

YWCA Metropolitan Chicago
In support of the 51st Annual Leader Luncheon. $2,500.00

Total Grant Searle Funds



THE CHICAGO COMMUNITY TRUST COMPETITIVE GRANTS 2023  |   52    

C O M P E T I T I V E  G R A N TS

POLICY AND ADVOCACY

Business Services Collective 
In support of strengthening BSC’s accounting systems and back-office  
infrastructure to help them successfully compete for federally funded  
government grants.

$45,000.00

Center for Disability and Elder Law
In support of CDEL’s capacity to comply with requirements of awarded  
government grants and plan for long-term revenue sustainability.

$25,520.00

Center for Neighborhood Technology
Support for the continued involvement and leadership of organizations in 
this Transportation Equity Network coalition and involvement in other related 
coalitions.

$150,000.00

CHANGE Illinois
To ensure the successful implementation of the State of Illinois’ ban on prison 
gerrymandering to take effect in 2025 and build support for people- and 
community-powered, transparent ward redistricting, and improved ballot 
access.

$75,000.00

Chicago City Council Latino Caucus Foundation
To support Chicago Latino Caucus Foundation in the development of the 
2023 Leadership Academy aimed at developing a robust pipeline of Latino 
representation at the city and state level.

$75,000.00

Chicago Community and Workers' Rights
To support advocacy efforts that will create the policy environment where 
worker-owned businesses can thrive and have access to capital.

$25,000.00

Chicago Jobs Council
To support policy advocacy efforts that increase access to family-sustaining 
jobs and remove structural barriers to employment that disproportionately 
affect people of color.

$125,000.00

Chicago Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
In support of CLCCR’s general operations. $75,000.00

Chicago Votes
In support of Chicago Votes’s general operation to promote civic engagement 
and coting among young people throughout the city.

$75,000.00

Chicago Women In Trades
To support Chicago Women in Trades for their ongoing work to support  
legislation that will reduce barriers to workforce development.

$50,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Chicago Women In Trades
To support Chicago Women in Trades for their ongoing work to support  
legislation that will reduce barriers to workforce development.

$50,000.00

Children's Advocates for Change
In support of Children’s Advocates for Change’s (formerly known as  
Advocates for Illinois Children) to advocate for the wellbeing of children.

$30,000.00

Children's Advocates for Change
In support of Children’s Advocates for Change’s (formerly known as  
Advocates for Illinois Children) to advocate for the wellbeing of children.

$45,000.00

City of Evanston
To support the Local Reparations Restorative Housing program. $100,000.00

Civic Consulting Alliance
To provide support for the mayoral transition, and sustain efforts to  
strengthen the city’s and county’s internal capacity to implement initiatives 
for an equitable recovery, place-based investments, and community safety, 
from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$300,000.00 $300,000.00

Color Farm Media
To support Color Farm Media via fiscal sponsor the Center for Independent 
Documentary Inc, to conduct screenings of “The Big Payback” film and lead 
workshops around advocating for local reparations’ in partnership with Robin 
Rue Simmons.

$50,000.00

Community Organizing and Family Issues (COFI)
In support of family led and centered policy and advocacy efforts in  
eliminating/reducing utility fees and fines and increasing incomes for  
low-income families of color.

$125,000.00

ConTextos
In support of ConTextos’ ability to strengthen their fundraising infrastructure 
to comply with awarded government grants.

$80,000.00

Covenant House Illinois 
In support of CHIL’s Quality Assurance Initiative that will allow them to  
more efficiently comply with their current government grants, as well as 
sustainably scale their organizational growth.

$75,000.00

DevCorp North
In support of Rogers Park Business Alliance to bridge funding while waiting 
for reimbursement from government grants.

$50,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Economic Security Project 
To support efforts that build momentum for policy change and  
implementation that improve economic security for Chicagoans and  
Illinoisans including guaranteed income, child and earned income tax credits 
and public options.

$150,000.00

Elevated Chicago
Support for a coalition of public, private, and nonprofit organizations,  
co-convened by the Office of the Mayor and Elevated Chicago, as the  
Equitable Transit Oriented Development Working Group (ETOD WG).

$50,000.00

Elevated Chicago
Support for a coalition of public, private, and nonprofit organizations,  
co-convened by the Office of the Mayor and Elevated Chicago, as the  
Equitable Transit Oriented Development Working Group (ETOD WG).

$50,000.00

Elevated Chicago
To develop and execute the messaging and communications campaign  
to advance understanding of ETOD, the challenges of the current zoning  
policies, and the value of the Connected Communities Ordinance.

$25,000.00

Elevated Chicago
Support for a coalition of public, private, and nonprofit organizations,  
co-convened by the Office of the Mayor and Elevated Chicago, as the  
Equitable Transit Oriented Development Working Group (ETOD WG).

$50,000.00

Fathers, Families and Healthy Communities
In support of FFHC’s capacity to successfully apply for government funded 
grants by enlisting the services of a grant writer and fundraising consultant.

$25,000.00

Firebird Community Arts
In support of Firebird Community Arts’ enhanced administrative staffing to 
support their federally funded grant compliance.

$25,000.00

Forefront
In support of Forefront’s ability to serve as a technical assistance provider to 
build capacity among small, less resourced nonprofits to help them access 
government funding opportunities.

$4245,000.00

Gene Siskel Film Center of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
In support of a screening of “The Big Payback” film around reparations in  
Evanston, IL.

$2,500.00

Heartland Alliance
In support of Heartland Alliances leadership of the Financial Inclusion for All 
Illinoisans coalition.

$125,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Illinois Action for Children
In support of of the We the Village coalition leading work to support early 
childhood workforce development and develop parents as advocacy leaders.

$50,000.00

Illinois Arts Alliance
In support of general operations of the Illinois Arts Alliance to address the 
impact of COVID-19 on the arts and culture sector and advancing policies 
that engage the sector on policies to close the racial wealth gap.

$25,000.00

Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
In support of Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights coalition 
building efforts in the 2024 state platform aimed at creating equitable 
wealth policy informed by grassroots community advocacy.

$150,000.00

Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
In support of IHCC’s capacity to manage grants and contracts they receive 
from federal, state, city, and county agencies that enable them to connect 
Latinx small businesses with government-funded programs to stabilize and 
help them grow.

$100,000.00

Illinois Legislative Black Caucus Foundation
To provide general operating support for nonpartisan research, public policy 
development and analysis of key social and economic issues of importance to 
Black communities in the state of Illinois.

$10,000.00

Illinois Legislative Black Caucus Foundation
To provide general operating support for nonpartisan research, public policy 
development and analysis of key social and economic issues of importance to 
Black communities in the state of Illinois.

$65,000.00

Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus Foundation
General operating support to elevate the policy priorities of the Latinx  
community and build a pipeline of Latinx political leadership and  
representation.

$50,000.00

Illinois Public Interest Research Group Education Fund
In support of IL PIRGs efforts to advocate for reforms that protect consumers 
from utility and inequitable car insurance rate hikes.

$75,000.00

Kuumba Lynx
In support of Kuumba Lynx’s back-office capacity to manage their programing 
expansion.

$50,000.00

Ladies of Virtue 
In support of strengthening LOV’s capacity to fulfill compliance requirements 
of government grants they’ve been awarded and allow them to be able to 
apply for more federally funded government grants.

$66,200.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Latino Policy Forum
General operating support to strengthen Latino Policy Forum’s capacity to 
lead, inform and collaborate with others to realize its mission.

$350,000.00

Lawndale Christian Legal Center
In support of increasing LCLC’s capacity to manage and comply with federal 
funding already awarded and access future federally funded government 
grants.

$92,575.00

Legal Action Chicago 
In support of general operations for Legal Action Chicago. $50,000.00

Legal Action Chicago 
To support advocacy efforts to reform court-based debt collection  
practices and the delinquent property tax sale system that have a disparate 
racial impact on Black and Latinx individuals and households.

$75,000.00

Local Initiatives Support Corporation
Support LISC Chicago in the administration of the One Chicago for All:  
Community-led Rebuilding coalition.

$150,000.00

Logan Square Neighborhood Association
Support LSNA in the administration, research, and coalition building  
components of the newly created Illinois Community Land Trust Task Force.

$75,000.00

Manufacturing Renaissance
To provide general operating support for Manufacturing Renaissance in their 
ongoing efforts to build the Chicago manufacturing Renaissance Council and 
improve the Manufacturing Ecosystem Services Initiative.

$50,000.00

Metropolitan Planning Council
To support community engagement and drafting of the City of Chicago’s 
2024-2028 Five-Year Housing Plan by serving as fiscal agent, plan advisor, 
and steering committee member to the Chicago Department of Housing 
(DOH).

$50,000.00

Mujeres Latinas en Acción
To support general operations to expand the organization’s capacity to 
engage in community-driven advocacy on behalf of immigrant women and 
women of color.

$25,000.00

National Consumer Law Center, Inc. (NCLC)
To support advocacy efforts in the Peoples Gas rate case to improve the 
affordability of basic utilities for low-income customers in Illinois.

$25,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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North Lawndale Employment Network
In support of North Lawndale Employment Network for the purpose of 
increasing its capacity to help develop quality workforce opportunities for the 
hardest to employ, particularly those who have a negative association with 
the criminal justice system.

$50,000.00

Office of the Illinois State Treasurer
To support hiring a consultant to manage the engagement and convening of 
the Advancing Equity in Banking Commission.

$37,000.00

One Fair Wage 
To eliminate the subminimum tipped wage in Illinois. $50,000.00

Raise The Floor Alliance
To support RTF in their efforts to lead the organizing and public policy  
campaigns for the Secure Jobs Act and Work Without Fear Act.

$150,000.00

Reform for Illinois
In support of Reform for Illinois’ campaigns to increase transparency in public 
campaigning and increase election and ballot access for underrepresented 
groups.

$50,000.00

Shriver Center on Poverty Law
In support of Shriver Center’s policy and advocacy efforts to alleviate poverty 
and promote economic mobility among low- and moderate-income  
households.

$150,000.00

Small Business Advocacy Council
Support Small Business Advocacy Council and their Neighborhood  
Revitalization Coalition, in their efforts to formulate and advocate for policies 
that will revitalize and support disadvantaged commercial corridors.

$150,000.00

Strategy for Access Foundation 
In support of unlocking federal grant funds with match support to StrAF. $89,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust
To support three vendors working with coalition partners on the Trust-led tax 
sales system reforms bill in Springfield during the spring 2023 legislative 
session.

$120,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust 
To support the development and maintenance of the federal recovery  
dashboard through partnership with the Urban Institute.

$60,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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The Chicago Community Trust 
To support the translation of the Johnson Administration’s Mayoral Transition 
Report.

$10,000.00

The Chicago Community Trust 
To support the convening of the Black and Latino caucuses to develop a 
shared understanding of the racial and ethnic wealth gap.

$50,000.00

The Resurrection Project
In support of building The Resurrection Project’s capacity to manage grants 
as a passthrough entity for government funds to subgrantees.

$100,000.00

University of Illinois Foundation
In support of establishing Innovate Illinois as a cross-sector collaborative 
partnership to best position Illinois to attract billions of dollars in competitive 
federal infrastructure, jobs, technology, and innovation opportunities, from 
the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$250,000.00 $250,000.00

Workers Center for Racial Justice 
Advocacy on policies that serve to reduce the racial wealth gap including 
creating high-quality, living wage jobs for formerly incarcerated workers, 
expanding childcare access for working families, improving working  
conditions for early education providers, and eliminating the sub-minimum 
wage for tipped workers.

$10,000.00

Workers Center for Racial Justice 
Advocacy on policies that serve to reduce the racial wealth gap including 
creating high-quality, living wage jobs for formerly incarcerated workers, 
expanding childcare access for working families, improving working  
conditions for early education providers, and eliminating the sub-minimum 
wage for tipped workers.

$20,000.00

Workers Center for Racial Justice 
Advocacy on policies that serve to reduce the racial wealth gap including 
creating high-quality, living wage jobs for formerly incarcerated workers, 
expanding childcare access for working families, improving working  
conditions for early education providers, and eliminating the sub-minimum 
wage for tipped workers.

$20,000.00

Young Invincibles
To support the Youth Advocates Program and to advocate for policy reforms 
and initiatives that address the higher education and workforce needs of 
young adults age 18-34.

$75,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Advocates for Urban Agriculture
Support of AUA’s technical assistance programs, from the Searle Funds  
at The Chicago Community Trust, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust.

$275,000.00 $275,000.00

Angelic Organics Learning Center 
For on-going administration/facilitation of reputable programs to help local, 
sustainable farmers grow their farming operations, from the Searle Funds at 
The Chicago Community Trust.

$120,000.00 $120,000.00

Basil's Harvest
In support of Regenerative Agriculture in the Heartland, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$50,000.00 $50,000.00

Black Oak Center
For hiring and supporting a production team to train Pembroke Farmers on an 
array of farm skills, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Chicago Food Policy Advisory Council 
Support of on-going implementation of the Good Food Purchasing Initiative, 
from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Elawa Farm Foundation
Support to strengthen a network of Northern Illinois farmers to collaborate 
on market opportunities, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community 
Trust.

$80,000.00 $80,000.00

Faith in Place
In support of Faith Action for Sustainable Food and Communities, from the 
Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust

$125,000.00 $125,000.00

Farmers Rising
For general operating support, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago  
Community Trust. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Global Philanthropy  
Partnership.

$115,000.00 $115,000.00

Farmworker and Landscaper Advocacy Project
Community Outreach and Education to Food Workers, from the Searle Funds 
at The Chicago Community Trust.

$75,000.00 $75,000.00

Food and Agricultural RoadMap (FARM) for Illinois 
Support of climate solutions in the Illinois agri-food sector, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Global 
Philanthropy Partnership.

$75,000.00 $75,000.00

Total Grant Searle Funds
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Food Animal Concerns Trust (FACT)
In support of FACT Fund-a-Farmer Regranting Program, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$80,000.00 $80,000.00

Fresh Taste
For the Illinois Regenerate Agriculture Initiative, created to build a sustained 
research, education, and outreach effort in regenerative agriculture at the 
University of Illinois at Champaign, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust.

$135,000.00 $135,000.00

Fresh Taste
To support Austin Fresh, a collaborative grantmaking program to increase 
healthy affordable food in the Austin Neighborhood, from the Searle Funds at 
The Chicago Community Trust. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Forefront.

$250,000.00 $250,000.00

Fresh Taste
In support of Fresh Taste general operations, from the Searle Funds at The 
Chicago Community Trust. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Forefront.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Fresh Taste
Support for the continuation of the Chicago Region Food System Fund, via 
Forefront as fiscal sponsor, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community 
Trust.

$2,000,000.00 $2,000,000.00

Fresh Taste
For a collaborative grantmaking program to increase healthy affordable food 
in the North Lawndale Neighborhood, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust. Grant made via fiscal sponsor, Forefront.

$150,000.00 $150,000.00

Good Food Catalyst
In support of The Good Food Accelerator, from the Searle Funds at The  
Chicago Community Trust.

$130,000.00 $130,000.00

Green City Market
To support Local Farmers Through Strategic Media Relations, Marketing, and 
Merchandising, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

Illinois Environmental Council Education Fund
For legislative advocacy on local and sustainable food systems, from the 
Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$75,000.00 $75,000.00

Illinois Stewardship Alliance
In support of Growing Farmer Leadership, from the Searle Funds at The  
Chicago Community Trust.

$75,000.00 $75,000.00
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Just Roots Chicago
Technical support for urban agriculture projects on Chicago’s Near South 
Side, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$75,000.00 $75,000.00

McHenry County College
In support of Pathways to Farm Business Viability, from the Searle Funds at 
The Chicago Community Trust.

$200,000.00 $200,000.00

Plant Chicago
For Plant Chicago’s shared-use indoor farm and year-round marketplace of 
on-site retail and farmers markets, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust.

$75,000.00 $75,000.00

Proofing Station
For the capitalization of the Proofing Station investment fund and official 
launch of the Proofing Station organization, from the Searle Collaborative 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$5,000,000.00 $5,000,000.00

Seven Generations Ahead
In support of the Wasted Food Project, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust.

$80,000.00 $80,000.00

The Conservation Fund
In support of the Working Farms Fund for Metro Chicago, from the Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$120,000.00 $120,000.00

The Land Connection
To support land access solutions for Illinois’ next-generation farmers, from 
the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$100,000.00 $100,000.00

The Land Conservancy of McHenry County
In support of Deepening Connections: Getting Farmers on the Land in 
McHenry County, from the Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust.

$80,000.00 $80,000.00


